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INTERNATIONAL PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.04 am]: Tomorrow is International Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Remembrance Day to remember pregnancy and infant loss and recognise the impact this loss can have on 
families and our wider community. I acknowledge John, Kate and Mary-Jane in the gallery today and the work 
they have done to elevate awareness of pregnancy and infant loss. I also wish to recognise the incredible support 
and pastoral care services provided by health professionals who work in the field of perinatal and infant loss. The 
dedicated perinatal loss specialist team at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women consists of a multidisciplinary 
team of obstetricians, midwives, paediatricians, social workers, pathologists and psychologists. The team provides 
care for women undergoing pregnancy loss. It also assists parents to develop palliative care plans for those wishing 
to continue to proceed with a pregnancy with babies who are not expected to survive. As well as providing care 
leading up to, during and after the birth, the service provides a perinatal loss clinic follow-up service where both 
physical and mental health are assessed. Other new services within the Women and Newborn Health Service that 
provide pregnancy and infant loss support systems include Miscarriage Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Support WA 
and the Red Nose grief and loss “hospital to home” initiative, which both provide ongoing support to bereaved 
families following stillbirth and newborn death and will be in place soon. 
In June this year, the PathWest perinatal pathology department received $250 000 from the commonwealth to develop 
educational interventions to promote an increase in the rate of stillbirth autopsies in WA and to help guide families 
through the autopsy process. The department’s dedicated pathology team undertakes one of the highest rates of 
stillbirth autopsies in the country. While respecting that not all families desire an autopsy, for some, it helps to provide 
answers. The Safer Baby Bundle includes information about sleeping position, smoking and fetal movements and 
fetal growth, with individual risk assessment for all women with the aim to birth as close to term as possible. This 
is now included in the existing Pregnancy, Birth and your Baby book. 
The memorial garden is a special and significant site dedicated to the memory of a great many babies who have 
died, and we will treat it with the respect and dignity it deserves. The subdivision of Harvey House and the memorial 
garden at KEMH is still progressing with the WA Medical Museum Board working through the legal process of 
becoming an incorporated body. Once confirmed, details of its governance and the licence will be communicated. 
While I appreciate that it will be a difficult day for those attending the ceremony at the rose garden tomorrow, they 
are not alone and our thoughts are with them. 
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